Effects of different target trajectories on the broiler performance in growth control.
Applying altered trajectories in broiler growth control with early feed restriction and a consequent accelerated catch-up growth has been approved to result in a better feed conversion ratio and a reduction in mortality. The properties of the growth trajectory and the resulting time and duration of the feed restriction can be crucial for animal welfare and production performance. The objective of this work was to test broiler growth control strategy online in field conditions using different target trajectories. Several experiments were conducted, and the best target trajectory has been proven to result in an end weight of 2,616 g and feed conversion ratio of 1.54 for Ross-type birds and an end weight of 2,472 g and a feed conversion ratio of 1.67 for Cobb-type birds.